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Kelly Mill Middle School Bands

Relly Mill Middle School

Leah Cordé and Brian Wargel, Directors
Icorde@richland2.org
bwargel@richland2.org
1141 Kelly Mill Road  Blythewood, S.C. 29016
phone: 803-691-7210 ext. 3302

Dear Band Students and Parents,

We would like to welcome all new and returning band students and
parents to the Kelly Mill Middle School Band program! We look
forward to working with your child to continue an amazing band
program we can all be proud of. In order to have this kind of band
program, active parent support is required. We value parent
involvement, and count on “band parents” for many things. Please
plan to be active in the Kelly Mill Middle School Band Booster Club.

This information serves as an operational guide for band students,
parents, and director. This presents a systematic approach to the
teaching and organization of the Kelly Mill Band Program. To help
avoid delays and loss of teaching time due to lack of awareness of
policy and procedure, please read and refer to this handbook as often
as needed.

We look forward to another outstanding school year with the Kelly Mill
Band Program!

Musically Yours,

Leah Cordé and Brian Wargel, Band Directors

Kelly Mill Middle School
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OBJECTIVES OF THE PROGRAM

Objectives of th&kelly MillM.S. band program are as follows:

I to teach instrumental music education through performance

I to develop performance skills and techniques

I to provide an ensemble/group experience requiring precision and c@tios
I to provide some of the musical needs of the school and community

RESPONSIBILITY

As members of this organization, we have much expected of us. To meet these expectations, we coordinate
and balance our responsibility to ourselves, each other, amilfas, our school and community and to the
music. We look forward to a very fun, productive and busy year. Throughout the year, our band participates
in many activities and programs. Your help with band trips and fundraisers, through our volunteemprogra
will be greatly appreciated. Our Band Booster Giilbbe formed very soon.

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS

A successful band program requires preparation and hard work by each student. Class behavior, participation
and the ability to play one's assigned fsaare the most important criteria for successThe following
classroom criteria are explained to each student upon entering<eiéy MillMiddle School Band Program:

| Students must demonstratRESPONSIBILITY by talking and playng only when asked.

| Students must demonstrat®ESPONSIBILITY by dayingi n one’ s owh seat.

| Students must demonstratRESPONSIBILITY by beingon time and be prepared daily.

| Students must demonstrattOMMON SENSE- Play only your instrument. LEAVE ALL OTHER
INSTRUMENTS ALONE!

| Stucknts must demonstrat€ OMMON SENSE- No running, shouting or horse playing in the
band room or instrument storage room.

| Students must demonstrattERSEVERANCE through practice 30 minutes each nighwill be
expected

| Students should takBRIDE in working quickly in classand in performing in concerts

| Students must demonstrat&CTIVE-LISTENING: Exercise your ability to listen musically to other
instruments and to instruction.

STATEMENT OF POLICY: To assist band members and parents to understand their anéassponsibility, a
statement of band policy is given:

We know that the student improves through regular practice. The successful student is one who improves
through regular practice and daily progress. The student knows right from wrong and is staiaddor

his/her principles. The student develops a sense of purpose toward the work he/she iIRESRQNSIBILITY

is required for any level of positive achievement in this program. The school intendskelyhdillBand

Program to operate with reks and requirements so that all students will learn and better themselves through a
musical education. In the band program, we know the student is wasting the time and efforts of the school, his
fellow members and the community by continuing in the bahdmhe has lost the desire to improve himself

and make a positive contribution to the band.




GRADE REQUIREMENTS AND OPTIONS (From the student’s perspective)

I lunderstand that one grade requirementigndatory attendancet all scheduled events, rehearsalsd
performances during and after school hours.

I lunderstand that practicing at home on a daily basis is a required part of my gradderstand that
completing my practicing homework every day is just as important as completing my assigned math,
scierce, history, or literature homework on a daily basis.

I I accept the responsibilities of caring for my uniform, instrument, sheet music and books. My uniform
must be properly worn always. | accept responsibility for the care of the building and equipment.
understand that | must know how to tune my instrument and know and care for the different parts of the
instrument.

I lunderstand that | am responsible for the purchase of my instrument.

DISCIPLINE AND PRIDE

| | agree toobey all rules and regulations satit by Kelly Mill and Richland School District II.

I | agreenot to use alcohol, tobacco, drugs and/or any illegal substances while with the Biaed.
of these away from the band may negatively affect my band membership and privileges.

| I understand thamandatory attendances required of me at all rehearsals and to stay until
dismissedA Director is to be notified of an absence before the rehearsal unless emergency
conditions arise.

| I understand that classes/rehearsals will begin on time, and | am exptxtealin my seat and
readyto begin with needed equipment and supplies.

i For an after school rehearsal, | am toreadyto start five minutes before the scheduled time,
andto stay at a rehearsal until dismissed.

| agree to obey the following rules of tiBand Directors at all band rehearsals or performances

1. Participate througlActive-Listening: Avoid talking and distréion from teaching and learning

in all class/rehearsal times.

2. TakePride in our band facility: No chewing gum, food or drink in clagsgsal or in the
building. Clear water bottles will be allowed, and there is a water fountain in the band
room.

Take thdnitiative to have equipment and supplies ready for class/rehearsal.

ShowcCaring and Friendship by being courteous and respectful tthers.

5. Demonstratelntegrity and Responsibility by taking proper care of equipment and delegated

responsibilities.

kW

Special regulations and policies may be used for trips. These will be in writing and distributed to all
band members and parents befodeparture



OPERATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES

I 1agree to do my part in keeping the facilities clean and well kept. | will be responsible for my own
instrument, equipment, etc. and will take an active part in cleg@mactivities.

I I agree to take an active part in tis¢udent fair share through fundraisers.

I lagree to prepare and practice for rehearsals/performances and express a willingness to accept
responsibility and to follow through with such responsibilities. It bellassumed that a student who
misses rehearsdigerformances without prior notice and fails to returnitv a written excuse indicatebe
following:

not responsibldor the class requirements

lack of commitment to the group

not participating in the group activities

not practicing regularly with the gup

not positively contributing to the group improvement

arwdpE

Absence for any reason other than personal iliness, family emergency (severe illness erdizaiimented)
or religious commitment (documented) will result in loss of performance privileges andasiveegffect on
the grade in band.

These are expectations of all successful band programs. Please help your child by encouraging home practice,
and supplying books and instrument accessory neéedstimely manner, for example: reeds, neck straps, and
valve oil and instrument repairs.

We have fun learning every day, but the most fun is our final product: the concerts. It will be required of all
band students to participate in concerts and festivals. Our concert performances require cohesive preparation
andteamwork. Because our assessment is performance based, we all suffer as a band when one member is
missing.

BAND CURRICULUM

KMMSBands are performance based classes. This requires all students to perform on grade level together to
be successful as an iv@tlual within each ensemble. The curriculum for each class outlines requirements
needed for successful completion of each grade level. The next grade level relies on comprehensive
knowledge and performance ability from the previous grade level requirdme

6™ Grade Band Curriculum: Theory Component / Beginning Band — Students must demonstrate the ability
to...

Complete theAlfred Theorybook.

Maintain a passing grade for the first semester to continue in band

Demonstrateproper participation skills anahteraction within a large group / ensemble setting.
Demonstrate knowledge @fmajor scales and key signatures.

Perform with characteristic tone.

CompleteStandard of Excellence Book |




7" Grade Band Curriculum: Students must demonstrate the ability to...

I Perform the 7 major scales and chromatic séeden memoryas assigned by the state standards.

I Play with characteristic tone.

I Interact and participate as directors specify with the ensemble. This includes correct rhythm, notes, key
signatures, stylebabnce and blend, intonation.

I Show grade appropriate rhythm reading skills (Sight Reading)

I Successfully complettandard of Excellence Book Il

I Successfully perform the required Region/8iate Solo.

Note: Transfer students mubt able to demonstrate*7grade playing requirements arve a
recommendation from a previous band director which includes behavior, attitude, work ethic and level of
experience.

8" Grade Band Curriculum: Students must demonstrate the ability to...

I Perform9 major scales and chnaatic scale from memory as required by state and national standards.

I Play with characteristic tone.

I Interact and participate as directors specify with the ensemble. ifblades correct rhythm, notes, key
signatures,

style, balance and blendtonation.

Show grade appropriate rhythm reading skills (Sight Reading)

Use leadership and time management skills

Successfully completgtandard of Excellence Book Il

Successfullygrform the Junior AHState Band requirementgither by auditioning foRegion Band or
through a pas®ff for the directors

GRADING COMPONENTS

Band students' grades will be based on Richland District 2 curriculum guidelines and content. Components of
each student's grade are as follovlBand grades are divided into fiaeeas:

1. Daily Participation (30%)
Students will receive a daily grade for having their instrument in working condition, all
needed accessories (reeds, valve oil, etc.), music and a pencil every band day. Reeds
will no longer be sold at school. Studentsist have everything that they need to play
their instrument in class, or they will not receive participation credit for that day.
Instruments should be carried to and from school on the days that your child has band.
INSTRUMENTS LEFT OVERNIGHT IRNEIRBOM ARE LEFT AT YOUR OWN RISK.
The school will not accept responsibility for any stolen items or damage that occurs to
an instrument that is left at school. Students will need instruments starting on
Wednesday, August {7

2. Written Work/Tests (20%)
Any written class work or tests that are given throughout the year are graded in this
category. Students will need a one subject spiral notebook for band class.

3. Playing Tests (20%)
A student’s ability to perf oredatéeashivesi c al
times a grading period. We will be using SmartMusic as an integral part of this
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assessment. More information will be sent home soon about this outstanding
computer program.

4. Homework (15%)
Students are expected to practice 30 minutedag. This practice must be recorded
on a practice log, signed by a parent and turned in eteigay

5. Rehearsal/Concert Attendance (15%).
Students must attend the after school rehearsals and performances outlined in the
calendar. Please notify the ditors if a conflict arises

Interims

Students receive interim reports according to the schedule set by the school caldAggroximately every
three weeks)Each interim report shows the studenpsogress in class as well as their performance pragge
Helpful notes and information are included for parents and students to rédidstudents are required to
share their interims with their parents/guardians

9 Weeks Grade

Students will receive a quartgrgrade every nine weeksThis grade is cumuliae of all work that has been
completed by the student throughout the quarter.

STUDENT FEES
Instrument Rental Fee

Students who use a school owned instrument must pay an instrument rental fee each senTdstefee is

used to cover instrument maintemce and any type of instrument repair that may be need@dr instrument
rental fee is $25.00 per semesteBtudents who play a school owned instrument may use one of the following
payment schedules:

1. Pay $75 at the beginning of the school year to calierentire school term, plus summer rental.

2. Pay $50 at the beginning of the school year to cover the school t@xay. $25 at the beginning of May to
cover the summer rental.

3. Pay $25 per semesterStudents may pay $25 at the beginning of the school y&25, at the return of
winter break, and $25 at the beginning of May.

School owned instruments are as follows:

I Oboe | Bass Clarinet | Baritone/Euphonium
I Bassoon | French Horn | Tuba



SCBDA BAND EVENTS AND FEES

The South Carolina Band Directors Association is an organization that functions as the Band Division of the
South Carolina Music Educators Association. The purp®$eis @rganization are to provide support for

music education standards for bands in South Carolina schools, and to establish and conduct activities that will
serve to enhance and enrich the growth in music education of individual students and of bamdrpsan

South Carolina school#&s part of band enrichment activities, students may participate in South Carolina Band
Director's Association event©nce a student has signed up for an event, they MUST pay the required
registration fee regardless aswhether they will participate or notDue to SCBDA guidelines and postmark

dates for registration, we are required to submit student names and money well in advance of the
performance event. I' T I'S THE STUDENT’ FEDRHEESOPtENeS| B L |
activities PRIOR to the required deadline that has been set by the South Carolina Band Directors Association.
Once a student has signed up for an event, he/she must follow through with their commitment by

participating on the assignechte and time as set by the South Carolina Band Directors Association.

Region and All-State Bands

SCBDA provides an opportunity for students to compete with other students throughout a region of the state
for placement in Region Three Band and througttbe entire state for AlState Bands."7and 8" grade

students perform an audition that requires them to sigbtd, play 7 Major scales, play the chromatic scale,
perform a required etude. Students who meet these requirements and earn a seat in Rilgeon or Albtate
Band will go to a designhated school for a weekend clinic where they will work together with a designated
clinician to perform a band concert. It is a very rewarding and educational experience for students who
participate. For morenformation, refer to the following band siterww.bandlink.org.The required

registration fee is $0.00.

State Concert Festival

The Concert and Symphonic Banidl perform in the springt the SCBDA Concert Festivahnds that

participate receive conructive criticism that can result in improving future performances. Bands are assessed
on their abilities to demonstrate good intonation, tone production, balance and blend, good instrumental
characteristic sounds and musicality. A rating is givent¢h éand by each adjudicator. Ratings are: Superior
-1/ Excellent Il / Good- Il / Fair- 1V / Poor- V.

Solo & Ensemble

This provides an opportunity for all studerf&, 7" & 8" grade studentsjo perform a solo and /or participate
with an ensemble before a qualified adjudicator for constructive criticism and a rating. Students receive a
rating according to their demonstration of the following components: tone, balance and blend, intonation,
characteristic instrument sound, musicality. Stats are responsible for selecting music, choosing and
rehearsing with their partner(s) or accompanist. (If a student decides to perform a solo, he/she must find an
accompanist to perform with them.The required registration fees are as follows: $3.60gerson in each
ensemble / $6.00 per Solo fee. Students may register to participate in two different events if they so choose.



TEXTBOOKS

Listed below ar¢he required textbooks for each grade. These books are available at |os#d stores: Sta
Music Two NotchRd. and Assembly StNusicandAr t s ( Cor ner Rafklan®&byWoelantbiaCour t
Mall), Pecknel in Five Points and Musisi8apply in Irmo

All band students must have a %- inch or 1-inch binder with 10 pages of clear sheet protectors and some
loose-leaf paper for announcements and writing assignments.

I 6™ Grade: Alfred Theory BookProvided by the Band ProgramAt the conclusion of mouthpiece testing, a
recommendationis sent homeas to the instrument your child would be aessful in playing. Brand names
andinstrument models aréncluded. The&tandard of Excellend®ook Iby: Bruce Pearson and the instrument
are to be purchasedyfter you have received the recommendation letter.

I 7™ Grade: Standard of Excellence Bookyt Bruce Pearson

I 8™ Grade: Standard of Excellence Bookbyi Bruce Pearson

KMMS Band After-School Rehearsals

We try very hard to have only a few aftechool rehearsals, but these rehearsals are critical to our success as a
band. After school rehearsalare always from 2:38:00pm and attendance at these rehearsals is mandatory

in order for your child to perform with the group. Rehearsal dates are scheduled well in advance (beginning of
the school year) so that you can plan accordin@lgy child not picked up by 4:30pm will be sent to the Boys

and Girls Club, which will charge $17.00 for this service.

KMMS Band Concert Dress

KELLY MILL MIDDLE SCHOOL 6" GRADE BAND DRESS CODE: TheKMMSBandswill always pride themselve
in their performances andppearance. It is for this reason that we havstect dress code. KMMS Band
attire for all memberds as follows:
I White Collar Dress Shirt | Black Closed Toe Dress | Black Belt
I Black Dress Pants Shoes

| Black Socks @tockings

KELLY MILL MIDDLE SCHOOL 7" and 8" GRADE BAND DRESS CODE: The KMMS Bands will always pri
themselves in their performances andpgarance. It is for this reason that we have a strict dress c
KMMS Band attire for all members is as follows:
I Wing Tip Tuxedo Shirt | Black Closed Toe Dress |  Blackcummerbund and bow
I Black Dress Pants Shoes tie.

| Black Socks @tockings

KMMS BAND REQUIREMENTS

Being a member of thKMMS Bands a very high honor that should not be taken lightly. Ke#yMill Band
Programhas ahigh reputation for excellence in performance and representatiokelfy MillMiddle School

and the State of South Carolin&hese requirements are everyday expectations for any successful band
programand t is for these reasonthat the following requirements have been set. All band members must
meet the following requirements listed below:



Rehearsal / Pedagogical Requirements:

I Members must be able to demonstrate a good, characteristic tone on their instrument.
I All required / @signed music must be played correctly.
I All members MUST be able to perform 7 major scales from memory.
I Members must have all equipment needed for a good, productive rehearsal at all times. (instrument in
good
working condition, four good reedsalve oil, mouthpiece, etc., all assigned music, pencil on stand)
I Members must be quiet, attentive, and focused at all rehearsals.
I All rehearsals must be attended, unless cleared by the directors.

School Requirements

I Members must inform their teachers oéhearsal and performance schedules.
I Members are required to make up any work that is missed during a rehearsal or performance date.

Behavior Requirements
I Members must be on their best behavior at all times.

I Members must follow all school and Richlaridtilct Two rules at all times.
I Members should treat akKMMS faculty, administration, and parents with respect.

PRIVATE LESSONS

Private lessons should be considered for all students. A class setting with large numbers of students cannot
prepare each tsident for AllState and Solo & Ensemble events. Listed below are private instructors that we
highly recommend. Parents are responsible for contacting the appropriate instructor. The University of South
Carolina Community Music Program is also a goaunicsofor private lessons. Please consider this as a good

investment for you band students.

Flute Georgianna Oswald 803-920-4907
Flute Lorrie Turner 422-4572
Clarinet Jean Hein 7824170
Oboe Petrea Warneck 6959405
Bassoon Stephanie Whitson 7886412
Saxophone Maria Lee 4080703
Saxophone Cliff Leaman 777-4280
Trumpet Ken Pouncey 781-0790
French Horn Ken Turner 4479253
Trombone/Baritone Mat Smith 727-8482
Tuba Mat Smith 727-8482
Percussion Matthew Jones 736-0400
Percussion Jason Frith 414-2593
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Junior All-State/ Region Etudes

Flute: Solos for the Flute Player / Moyse / Hal Leonard //Page 5, “Allegretto”-Haydn, Stop after
measure 4 on the eighth line at the repeat sign, No Repeats, Quarter Note = 126.

Oboe: Gekeler Method for Oboe (Book 1) / Gekeler/ Alfred // Page 21, #2, By Czerny, Quarter Note
= 88-92.

Bassoon: Second Book of Practical Studies for Trombone / Bordner / Alfred // Page 3, #58, Quarter
Note = 88.

Clarinet: First Book of Practical Studies for Clarinet / Hovey / Alfred // Page 31, #57, Stop at first
beat of measure 5 of line 4, Quarter Note = 110.

Low Clarinet: First Book of Practical Studies for Clarinet / Hovey / Alfred // Page 13, #20-all,
Quarter Note = 84-88.

All Saxophones: Melodious & Progressive Studies for Saxophone (Book 1) / Hite / Southern / Page 2,
#4, Quarter Note = 120.

Trumpet: Second Book of Practical Studies for Trumpet / Getchell-Hovey / Alfred // Page 39, #77,
Quarter Note = 96.

French Horn: Melodious Studies for French Horn / Miersch / Fischer // Page 6, #6, Stop at end of
line 5, Quarter Note = 92.

Trombone-Baritone: Second Book of Practical Studies for Trombone / Bordner / Alfred // Page 3,
#58, Quarter Note = 88. (Transpose for Treble Clef Baritone)

Tuba: Second Book of Practical Studies for Tuba / Getchell / Alfred // Page 5, #72, Stop at end of 3rd
line (No D.C.), Quarter Note = 92.

String Bass: _Etude will be available through the orchestra division site.

(Battery/Mallet players will playpoth snare and mallet. Timpanists will plagnly timpani solo.)

Battery/Mallet: Snare Drum: Musical Studies for the Intermediate Snare Drummer / Whaley / JR
Publications // Page 28, First 16 measures, Quarter Note = 72; Mallet: Fundamental Studies for Mallets
/ Whaley / JR Publications // Page 24, "March™ / Beginning to the first note of line 7, Quarter note =
112.

Timpani: Fundamental Studies for Timpani / Whaley / JR Publications // Page 42, Stop after 2nd
measure of line 6, Quarter Note = 96.
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CONCERT ETIQUETTE

Throughout the year, members of the KMMS Bands will be presenting their school concerts. We are very
excited about the results of our rehearsals and look forward to the upcoming performances. We are sure you will
also be proud of our accomplishments.

The musicians work hard at developing their musical skills. There is, however, another aspect of the students'
education that always must be addressed: proper concert manners as an audience member. This applies to all of
the school students, musical performers and non-performers. Therefore we will continue to teach and stress to
all our students the importance of good concert etiquette. We ask your support in this matter by reviewing the
following points with your child. We would also like to ask our audience members to be good examples to our
students by following correct concert etiquette procedures.

1. Be seated prior to the start of the program. If entering or leaving the concert hall after the program has begun,
do so only during applause or when the performers are changing position.

2. Remain quiet during the musical performance. Talking, whispering, and other noises made with your
program, handbags, candy wrappers, etc. can distract others. When bringing young children to the concert, they
should be under the constant supervision of those responsible for their presence.

3. Remain seated until the intermission or the end of the program. Drinks of water and restroom breaks, during
the performance, should be done only if absolutely necessary or in an emergency.

4. Applaud only at the end of each program selection. There should be no applause between sections of a piece
of music. You will know when to applaud by watching the director.

5. Stay and enjoy the entire program. All the performers have devoted a lot of time and effort in preparation for
their concert, don't leave just because your child has finished.

Dr. Tim’s 10 Rules of Concert Etiquette

1. Refrain from talking. This is the first and greatest rule. This rule includes whispering to or disciplining
your other children.

2. Refrain from unwrapping noisy candy wrappers during the performance. If the composer wanted to
include crinkled paper noises to the music, he/she would have written it into the parts.

3. Turn off pagers, cell phones and watch alarms. While many phones and pages have very symphonic-like
rings, they don’t always fit into the musical score, nor do they provide pleasant sounds for your neighbors.

4. Do not wave to your child during the concert. After all, they do know who you already are and they know
you are there; you most likely brought them to the concert.

5. Do not take flash photography. You don’t want your child to walk off the edge of the stage from flash
blindness, do you?

6. Please do not walk down the center aisle with your video camera. Video cameras work just as well from
the back of the auditorium. (Besides, the light is usually not good enough for video taping anyway.)

7. Do not leave as soon as your child’s portion of the concert is over. All of the students deserve a full
audience for their performances. Remember, the next time your child’s song could be last!

8. Applaud at appropriate times. Some music has several sections. Remember, it’s not over until all of the
sections of music have been performed.

9. Do not leave the auditorium during the music. Wait for the break in the concert to visit the restroom,
unless you are carrying a screaming child, in which case you should leave quietly and quickly, PLEASE!

10. Go to the concert expecting the best! You just might be surprised how good your student sounds when the
other students join in!
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EXAMPLES OF KMMS BAND GRADE RUBRICS: Listed below ate examples of

how students are graded on their Performance and Participation grade.

Performance Rubric:

Name: Grade:

S = Superior E = Excellent G =Good F = Fair P = Poor

Categoryd Descriptors S E|G|F P

Tone Quality — beauty, control, vibrato (if| 25| 23| 21| 19| 17
appropriate), breath support, focus

Notes — accuracy, articulations, accidentals,| 25 | 23 | 21| 19 | 17
key signature

Rhythm / Tempo — accuracy, steadiness 25| 23| 21| 19| 17

Musicianship — expression, dynamics, phrasing | 25| 23 | 21| 19| 17

Comments:

Participation Rubric:

Superior Excellent Fair Poor
Posture 33 30 25 20 or lower
Preparation 33 30 25 20 or lower
Effort 33 30 25 20 or lower

Comments:
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Name: Class: PR#

A good practice routine is about quality, not quantity and it includes a warm-up, tone building
exercises, technique building exercises and repertoire (the music you need to learn). Be detailed and
specific when recording what you practice in these 4 categories. Have a goal in mind of what you
want to master before you start.

This journal is due

Friday Warm up- Technique- Time
Tone- Repertoire-
Saturday Warm up- Technique-
Tone- Repertoire-
Sunday Warm up- Technique-
Tone- Repertoire-
Monday Warm up- Technique-
Tone- Repertoire-
Tuesday Warm up- Technique-
Tone- Repertoire-
Wednesday | Warm up- Technique-
Tone- Repertoire-
Thursday | Warm up- Technique-
Tone- Repertoire-

To get the full 100 points, practice 5 or more days a week. Be specific in what you practice and the
goal you are trying to attain. Practice for a sufficient amount of time in order to achieve your goals
and to show evidence in class of having met them. Late journals are accepted up to 10 days after they
are due, but students will lose 10 points per day off their grade (per the KMMS homework policy).

No credit without parent signature!
Parent Signature:

Turned in on time? Points earned. /100
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